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The infamous murder in October 1998 of a
twenty-one-year-old gay University of
Wyoming student ignited a media frenzy.
The crime resonated deeply with Americas
bitter history of violence against minorities,
and something about Matt Shepard himself
struck a chord with people across the
nation. Although the details of the tragedy
are familiar to most people, the complex
and ever-shifting context of the killing is
not. Losing Matt Shepard explores why the
murder still haunts us?and why it
should.Beth Loffreda is uniquely qualified
to write this account. As a professor new to
the state and a straight faculty advisor to
the campus Lesbian Gay Bisexual
Transgender Association, she is both an
insider and outsider to the events. She
draws upon her own penetrating
observations as well as dozens of
interviews with students, townspeople,
police officers, journalists, state politicians,
activists, and gay and lesbian residents to
make visible the knot of forces tied
together by the fate of this young man.This
book shows how the politics of
sexuality?perhaps now the most divisive
issue in Americas culture wars?unfolds in a
remote and sparsely populated area of the
country. Loffreda brilliantly captures daily
life since October 1998 in Laramie,
Wyoming?a community in a rural, poor,
conservative, and breathtakingly beautiful
state without a single gay bar or bookstore.
Rather than focus only on Matt Shepard,
she presents a full range of characters,
including a panoply of locals (both gay and
straight), the national gay activists who
quickly descended on Laramie, the
indefatigable homicide investigators, the
often unreflective journalists of the
national media, and even a cameo
appearance by Peter, Paul, and Mary.
Loffreda courses through a wide ambit of
events: from the attempts by students and
townspeople to rise above the anti-gay
theatrics of defrocked minister Fred Phelps
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to the spontaneous, grassroots support for
Matt at the universitys homecoming
parade, from the emotionally charged town
council discussions about bias crimes
legislation to the tireless efforts of the
investigators to trace that grim nights trail
of evidence. Charting these and many other
events, Losing Matt Shepard not only
recounts the typical responses to Matts
death but also the surprising stories of
those whose lives were transformed but
ignored in the media frenzy.

Hansen Family Farm
Japanese Black Trifele
We are happy to provide quality fresh fruits, vegetables, Grass-fed and Finished Beef, Naturally & Humanely raised
Pork, Pastured Chickens, and Cage Free Eggs to Clackamas County sustainably on our small acreage.
We strive to provide vegetables that grow well in our climate ensuring the best tasting local food available. We prefer to
grow old-fashioned and rare varieties of vegetables believing that they are the best to offer but do also grow a very
select, few varieties of hybrids, but they are counted on one hand! Much of what we grow, we save the seed of every
year and re-offer it to members of the Seed Savers Exchange.
We thank all of you, the “locavores”, food enthusiasts, market goers, and home chefs for making our goal of fresh, local,
fruits and veggies sustainably a reality.
Latest News....
Phil and Christie Hansen
2015 is off to a great start! We are looking forward to what this year has to offer!
All our efforts are gearing up to get the growing season started...from ordering/starting/transplanting seeds, planning
rotation crops for the fields, cleaning the greenhouses and field equipment, and clearing the fields! There is not a dull
day here on the farm!
Planning for garden start varieties is in full swing also. This year we will be offering many of our favorite heirlooms,
open-pollinated, and hybrid varieties that we have grown for the past 10+ years as well as many new-to-us varieties. We
are diligent to not purchase, offer or grow GMO seeds or food.
Our mix of garden starts includes many different varieties of tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, ground cherries,
pumpkins, melons, flowers and other great things for your garden! Most, if not all, varieties are tried and true for our
Pacific Northwest valley climate. Check out the Garden Start page for a printable list of varieties available. Or go
directly to a specific list at our Tomato, Pepper, and Other garden start pages.
We grew over 100 heirloom/open-pollinated Pepper varieties and 125+ varieties of heirloom/open-pollinated Tomatoes
in 2014! Not counting the numerous other garden necessities like heirloom flowers, cucumbers, summer and winter
squash, herbs, and melons amongst other rare and hard to find vegetables! In 2015 we will continue with the tradition
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we've started and will be planting and growing almost all the varieties that have been started so that even if you don't
buy a plant you have a chance to taste a range of different flavors!
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